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SUBJECT: QUAKER DEMONSTRATION AT EMBASSY ON AID TO VIET NAM 
REF: WELLINGTON 3315 

1. NEW ZEALAND FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE NOVEMBER 10 HELD SILENT 
VIGIL IN FRONT OF EMBASSY FROM NOON TO TWO PM LOCAL. 
APPROXIMATELY A DOZEN DEMONSTRATORS STOOD QUIETLY IN 
FRONT OF BUILDING, THREE CARRYING PLACARDS AND TWO 
HANDING OUT MIMEOGRAPHED SHEET WITH FOLLOWING MESSAGE: 

WE ARE HOLDING THIS SILENT VIGIL TO EXPRESS TO THE 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT OUR DEEP CONCERN AT THEIR REFUSAL 
TO GRANT TO THE AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE LICENSES 
TO SEND FISH NETS AND AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS TO VIETNAM. 

THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS MADE AN ARBITRARY DISTICTION 
BETWEEN 'HUMANITARIAN' AND 'ECONOMIC' AID; AFSC HAS BEEN 
ALLOWED TO SEND MILK POWDER TO VIETNAM TO HELP FEED PEOPLE, 

BUT NOT ALLOWED TO SEND FISH NETS TO HELP PEOPLE THERE TO 
FEED THEMSELVES. 

IN 1973 WHILE THE WAR WAS STILL RAGING, AFSC APPLIED FOR 
AND RECEIVED LICENCES TO SEND THESE SAME ITEMS, YET FOR 
THEM TO DO SO TODAY, WOULD MAKE THE BOARD OF AFSC LIABLE 
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CONCERN AT THE NEGATIVE ATTITUDE OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, 

PLEASE EXPRESS THIS TO THE UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVES 
AT THE AMERICAN EMBASSY. NEW ZEALAND FRIENDS (QUAKER) 

SERVICE COMMITTEE. 

2. AT THE END OF THE DEMONSTRATION ONE OF THE QUAKERS 
ASKED TO SEE AN EMBASSY OFFICER AND MET WITH PAO. HE 
STATED PURPOSE OF HIS VISIT WAS TO ASSURE HIMSELF AND HIS 
FELLOW DEMONSTRATORS THAT THE EMBASSY WAS AWARE THAT 
N.Z. QUAKERS WERE SUPPORTING THE ACTION OF THEIR FRIENDS 
IN THE UNITED STATES. 

SELDEN 
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